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'^ For she did not know that I gave her com, and wine, and 
oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared 
for Baal." ITosea ii. 8. 



OBSERVATIONS 

ON THIS 

REVISED VERSION OF THE BIBLE. 



It is now about twelve months since the second 
part (i.e. J the New Testament), completing the 
** Revised '^ Version of the Bible, was published; 
and there now are signs of an intention on the 
part of its promoters to proceed before long (pos- 
sibly very soon) to urge upon the Reformed 
Churches of England the acceptance and adoption 
of this " the Revised " in place of " the Authorised '* 
Version. With regard to the observations, to 
which we are about to ask the attention of the 
Christian public, we are quite prepared to hear 
them objected to and condemned by many persons, 
ah initioj as out of date, superfluous, and uncalled 
for. The case, it will be said, has been dealt with, 
adjudicated, and substantially decided; Well quali- 
fied critics have carefully and exhaustively re- 
viewed the work : Recognised authorities of the 
Church — doctors of divinity and scholars of repu- 
tation — have expressed their views, favourably or 
unfavourably, about it : The Christian public has 
had the merits of the case fairly and fully put 
before it ; and, doubtless, all thoughtful Christians 
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have, by this time, formed their opinions upon it, 
one way or the other; and have made up tKeir 
minds. Now this objection, supposing it to be 
made, contains two allegations, both of which we 
contest : one is the direct statement that the case 
has been fairly and fully put before the public; 
the other is the covert assumption or inference 
that the matter is one which it is lawful and right 
to treat as a matter of opinion, and decide by the 
exercise of individual human judgment. We are 
awscre that some clergymen, distinguished as 
learned and devout men, have strenuously, and 
in some instances vehemently, objected to the 
proceeding in itself, and also to the mode in which 
it has been conducted; and it seems to us most 
likely that the grounds of their objections are 
substantially, if not precisely, those which we are 
about to indicate; but we do not know, and we 
do not think that those grounds have been hitherto 
clearly, decisively, and broadly stated to the public, 
so as to readily enlighten those who may be desi- 
rous of counsel, on this greatly important matter, 
as to the actual merits and demerits of the case. 

In the first place : What is the logical platform 
upon which the " Revisers '^ necessarily took their 
stand ? What was the basis of their proceeding ? 
Upon what reasonable or rational ground did they 
commence, and thence proceed, in their revisional 
process ? 

In considering these questions, let us glance for 
a few moments at what position other modem 
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revisers and reviewers of the Bible have assumed 
with respect to that Book, and what methods they 
have adopted. And let us, for this purpose, as 
examples of many others belonging to different 
nationalities, take the two well-known recent au- 
thors — the profound and learned German, Herr 
Strauss, and the equally renowned and learned 
Frenchman, Monsieur Kenan. There is this no- 
ticeable circumstance in comparing these two 
authors (and it applies also generally to the others, 
of whom we have selected these as the representa- 
tives), that with a very different method of argu- 
mentation and mode of reasoning, with a con- 
demnation and almost contempt of each other's 
opinions and judgments, there is a great similarity, 
if not identity, in their ultimate conclusions, and 
also in their ideas as to what kind of founda- 
tion a great superstructure of reasoning may be 
safely built upon. The one, with that laborious 
carefulness and industry which so distinguishes 
the pseudo-philosophy of the German School, is 
scrupulous as to piecing together with scientific 
precision the component parts of his argument, but 
overlooks the circumstance that the foundation, for 
the whole structure to rest upon, is a mere web spun 
by his imagination. The brilliant Positivist, on the 
other hand, takes assumptions such as will suit his 
immediate purpose, not only without much regard 
as to whether they are grounded upon anything real 
or substantial, but also as to whether they are 
consistent one with another. Their processes are 
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supposed to be inductive, and to lead up to a 
reasonable judgment or conclusion as to the real 
character of the Bible, and the claims on human 
respect to which it is justly entitled. These con- 
clusions, stated approximately in a few words, are 
to the eifect that the Bible is on the whole a book 
of a good and useful tendency ; it has effected some 
moral good in times past, and may yet be of further 
utility. It is, however, an unsatisfactory and un- 
reliable book : the miraclei^i, for example, recorded 
in it, are all legendary, fabulous, and fictitious. 
Parts of it purporting to have been written by 
certain specified persons were certainly not written 
by those, but by other persons, and at dates dif- 
fering in some cases from those at which the alleged 
authors were living. Each of the authors or 
writers of the respective component parts of the 
work was merely an ordinary human being, di- 
rected solely by his own intelligence, writing more 
or less carefully or carelessly, and making the 
mistakes common to human imperfection. The 
various writers and actors, who are supposed, if 
we apprehend aright, to have conspired to foist 
their imaginary experiences and fabulous narra- 
tives, on their credulous posterity, as divine revela- 
tions and true records of miraculous events, did so 
with the best of motives and for the purpose espe- 
cially of improving the morality of the human 
race. 

Now whatever measure of wisdom or folly be 
correctly attributable to the authors of these modern 
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reviews of the Bible, there is this much to be said 
for them. They do not come forward with pro- 
fessed belief in the one hand and actual unbelief 
in the other. They do not start off professing to 
believe the Bible to be an altogether exceptional 
book of divine origin and authorship; nor do 
they (professedly) start in a mental state of acute 
disbelief: Their minds are supposed (by them- 
selves) to be at the outset in a condition like that 
of a blank sheet of paper, ready to receive and 
record whatever philosophical conclusion their in- 
vestigation may bring to it. 

But how was it in the case of our self-constituted 
"Revisers" of the Bible? They could not take, 
and could not possibly be allowed to take, such 
a neutral standpoint. Would any section of the 
Christian community have sanctioned any degree 
of tampering with the Holy Book by men who 
professed disbelief or even the slightest doubt as to 
its divine authorship ? Undoubtedly their accept- 
ance of the office was considered equivalent to a 
solemn affirmation, on the part of each one of them, 
that he unreservedly and fiilly believed in the 
exceptionally sacred character of the Bible as 
divinely inspired. 

We are accordingly warranted in assuming that 
an inquiry as to the character of the Bible ad- 
dressed to each of the *^ Revisers '^ would have been 
unhesitatingly answered by, " I believe it to be the 
Work and Word of God." 

This answer, in view of the extremely serious 
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proceeding contemplated, might well have sug- 
gested a second question, namely: What God? 
What meaning do you attach to the expression 
" God^' ? Let us here pause for a moment to con- 
sider, if this second question had been addressed to 
the two authors whose works we have already 
referred to, and they had deigned 'to reply delibe- 
rately and carefully, what sort of answer might 
have been expected. From the one we should 
probably have obtained an elaborately philosophi- 
cal definition of what a scientifically constituted 
God ought to be and would be, on the assumption 
that the possible existence of any such Being can 
be reasonably entertained by a scientific mind. 
From the other we might have expected the orthodox 
(but somewhat unintelligible) definition afforded 
by Positivism, altered, modified, and improved a 
little, perhaps, to bring it more closely into ac- 
cord with the individual idiosyncrasy of Monsieur 
Renan. 

But here again our " Revisers '' would have no 
opportunity for exercising their imaginations or 
inventive faculties in like manner. To them only 
one answer to the question " What significance do 
you attach to the expression *God^?" would be 
possible. "I mean that Supreme Being whose 
attributes and characteristics are revealed and set 
forth in the Book itself." 

So, then, here we have the specific ground or 
platform upon which the ^^ Revisers " had necessarily 
to station themselves, and from which they had to 
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logically proceed, or to consider as to the advisa- 
bility of even endeavouring to proceed with such 
an undertaking. 

Let us set down, as we may be enabled, those 
of the revealed attributes and characteristics of the 
God of the Bible, which it is of most importance 
here to note and be mindful of: — , 

^' God is a Spirit :" the One personal, supreme, 
eternal Spirit, whose Name is " I AM" to all gene- 
rations : Almighty and Omniscient : A jealous God ! 
The Father and Ruler of the Spiritual Universe ; 
and the Ruler also of the natural world in which 
the natural life of man is spent : A reasonable 
and reasoning God : Not a man ; but the Giver of 
reason to man: Not a man; but the Creator of 
mankind, far more intimately acquainted with 
the capacities, capabilities and weaknesses of man, 
with the sources of joy and sorrow in man, 
and with man's good and evil endeavours, than 
any human being ever has been or can possibly 
be : Constantly watching over and caring for the 
welfare of the natural world, and the spiritual 
interests of His human family : Merciful and of 
great kindness: sympathizing in the troubles and 
sorrows of the human race with infinite tenderness 
and compassion; But not softly weak; capable 
of punishing alike individual men and whole 
nations with the severity requisite for their correc- 
tion, and of permitting even the innocent to sujffer 
for the promotion of the common weal, and the 
ultimate welfare of the human race at large. 

A 6 
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And so ; this Divine Spirit, the supremely wise 
Ruler and Educator of the human race, constantly 
caring for its welfare ; this jealous God ; is ad- 
mittedly the Author of a Book on the essential 
matters pertaining to the spiritual lives of human 
beings living in the natural world. Certain learned 
men, having great confidence in their learning, 
volimteer of themselves or are prompted by others 
to revise the Book in order to make advantageous 
alterations and correct supposed errors in it ! 

Having conceived this design, how do they 
proceed? Do they, before venturing to make 
a commencement, solemnly, devoutly, and reve- 
rently seek permission to do so? And do they 
then, through the highest official human repre- 
sentatives of His spiritual Church, take the proper 
means of enquiring and assuring themselves whe- 
ther the sanction of the Divine Spirit is accorded 
to the proposed undertaking? Ah! if this were 
indeed so; if the Christian public can be indu- 
bitably assured that such sanction was obtained, or 
that the revisers had good and sufficient grounds 
for believmg such to be the case, we, for our part, 
might begin to view the revision in a diflferent 
light to what we now do or have hitherto done. 
If such assurance can be given, surely it is fully ^ 
time for it to be made public. 

But here we may, perhaps, be met with the obser- 
vation : ^^ Oh, you are quite mistaking i:he circum- 
stances of the case. This neither was nor is a 
question of revising or altering the original Word 
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of God : quite the contrary ; the purpose of the 
revision was to improve the English translation, 
and to bring that into a closer agreement with the 
original." Now, supposing such attempt made to 
change the venue, woiJd the proposed plea bear 
thoughtful examination ? There seems, for the 
moment at least, a sort of plausible ring about it 
such as to make its careful consideration desirable. 
In order to clear the ground and come quickly to 
the main point, let us again ask a few questions : — 
Has the arm of the Lord become shortened and 
lost the potentiality it had of old, in the days of 
our forefathers ? Did the Divine Spirit suddenly 
cease at some particular time (say about eighteen 
hundred years ago) to take any further personal 
interest in the spiritual affairs of the human race, 
and, from that time forth, leave learned men to 
educate themselves and their less learned fellow- 
men as best they might? Has it chanced that 
the Holy Spirit, having a good knowlecige of He- 
brew and a fair knowledge of Greek, was unable 
to master the difficulties of the English language ? 
In the Bible various miracles are recorded of a 
very marvellous character ; but is any one of them 
more marvellous than the miraculous preservation 
of the progressive Scriptures, which collectively 
constitute the Bible, through so many successive 
generations of men, and through the many vicis- 
situdes of the Hebrew race and of the early 
Christian Church ? And again : do not the literary 
composition of the Bible ; the gradual but ever 



12 OBSERVATIONS ON 



consistent development of a progressive revelation, 
extending throughout many thousands of years; 
the sublimity of .language and perfection of lite- 
rary style by which it is distinguished ; compound 
and constitute another miracle, greater perhaps 
even than the first, and fiimishing overwhelming 
internal evidence of the Book's divine origin and 
Authorship ? 

Now let us consider the English translation. 
Have we not herein another miracle, of like kind 
and only a little less marvellous and wonderful 
than that of which we have just spoken? Con- 
sider the time at which and the circumstances 
under which the translation was made : remember 
the very moderate and limited scholarship of the 
translators: be mindful of the matchless English 
into which the original has been rendered; and 
then say whether the English authorised transla- 
tion be not also miraculous! To those who, 
having eyes to see and minds to understand, clearly 
perceive that the gospels indited humanly speak- 
ing by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John respec- 
tively, were each and all really and truly written 
by the finger of God, is it less obvious and evident 
that the English translation of those and all other 
parts of the Bible was also the work of the same 
Divine Spirit ? Who shall venture to say that the 
later edition^ expressly intended for a time when 
revelation had somewhat further progressed, and 
for the use of a Church, no longer in its infancy, 
but developing into the full stature of manhood, 
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may not have had some modifications purposely- 
inserted in it ; and that the English version, essen- 
tially equal in originality to the Greek or the 
Hebrew, is not, to Englishmen, at least, the para- 
mount authority, such that, where any differences 
of importance become apparent, it — the edition 
expressly furnished to us — is to be preferred by us 
to the older edition vouchsafed to our forefathers ? 

We have a very sincere respect for learning in 
its proper place, and when legitimately applied, 
and a due degree of reverence for very learned 
men who in such wise apply their learning. But, 
in this case and in this relation, we can have no 
confidence whatever in the utmost learning of the 
most learned men unless convinced that its appli- 
cation has been duly sanctioned. We will suggest 
to those of the Christian community who feel as 
deeply interested in this grave matter as we do, 
that an approximate estimate of their qualifications 
for that high office, which, at present, the ^* Re- 
visers ' ' seem to us to have assumed far too lightly, 
may perhaps be got at by proposing to them the 
solution of one of the minor difficulties of the Bible. 

For this purpose we will take the event which 
happened in the reign of king David, narrated in 
the twenty-first chapter of the First Book of 
Chronicles.* We are informed that David thought 
fit at that time to have his people numbered. As 
to his motive we are left to conjecture; and the 
most obvious conjecture is that he thought it would 

* And also in 2 Sam. xxiv. 
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be politic and advantageous to the State. When 
the number of warriors constituting the fighting 
strength of the kingdom were correctly ascertained, 
he would be in a better position to judge what 
measures to adopt in order to increase its strength 
and resources. It appears to have been his own 
idea, not suggested to him by someone else, but 
entirely his own project. ^ Joab, his commander-in- 
chief and first officer of state, must, however, be 
informed and employed to carry the project into^ 
effect; and Joab demurred. Very respectfully, 
?ind with something of courtly indirectness, but in 
sufficiently significant language, he states his objec- 
tion. But David, considering it apparently merely 
a matter of opinion, does not see why he, the Hng, 
should defer to Joab's opinion, and chooses to take 
his own. So the people were numbered. David, 
who, not improbably, may have been taking credit 
with himself for having acted from a good motive 
and actively discharged his duty as head of the 
State, suddenly learns that he has committed a 
great fault, and one of so very serious a character, 
that he has only the choice of one of three terrible 
modes of punishment to be inflicted on him and 
his people. He throws himself on the mercy of 
God; but, notwithstanding, punishment, which 
seems to be exceedingly severe, is administered. 

Now what we propose is, to ask the " Revisers " 
for a clear and satisfactory explanation of this 
case : to ask them to explain the " why and where- 
fore " of the proceeding here recorded on the part 
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of God : who, it would seem, moreover, Himself 
tempted David to commit the fault, or, in other 
words, purposely put the temptation as a stumbling- 
block in his way. We will just remind the Biblical, 
reader, in passing, that David's case, in this in- 
stance, was not an isolated instance of a highly- 
placed and inspired servant of God finding out on 
a sudden, with surprise, that he had very seriously 
incurred the displeasure of the Deity. Most 
likely the greatly-favoured and beloved Moses 
was much surprised, as well as grieved, to find 
that he had hopelessly forfeited and lost the prize 
looked forward to as the great and much -desired 
reward for his long and onerous service, as 
a punishment for merely speaking a few words 
unadvisedly with his lips ; and that, too, at a time 
when his spirit was provoked, and he felt (hu- 
manly speaking) naturally impatient and angry. 
Certain it is that Balaam, the intellectual and 
eloquent prophet (and the highly-placed teacher who 
taught Israel to sin)^ suddenly discovered, with 
astonishment and dismay, that he had greatly 
grieved and angered God. 

Here, again, we feel it advisable to address two 
or three preliminary questions to the " Revisers," 
in order that there may be no possibility of mis- 
understanding as to the explanation we ask them 
for : — (1.) Do you suppose the God of the Bible, 
in whom you believe, to be a somewhat whimsi- 
cally-minded Deity, subject to fits of passion and 
bad temper? You reply, *^0h no; we do not 
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think that." Then, (2. ) Do you believe Him to be 
a merciful God, slow to anger and of great good- 
ness ? You answer, unreservedly, in the affirma- 
tive. And, (3.) Do you also believe Him to be a 
righteous God, whose ways are at all times just 
and equal ? Again (may we say ? ) your reply is, 
distinctly and without qualification, affirmative, 
^^ We do so believe." Then, if thai be so, tell us 
the " why and wherefore " : Relate unto us, O 
erudite and learned revisers of God's work, the 
reasons why king David and his people were severely 
punished because he (the king) thought, in the exer- 
cise of his politic judgment, fit and expedient to 
have his subjects, the children of Israel, numbered. 
An event (a historical event) which took place 
not long since, and not far from home — even at 
our very doors, comes into our mind as having a 
significant analogical connection both with king 
David's case and that of the " Revisers.'* It was 
when a Government, professing Christianity (and 
professing, moreover, to belong particularly to that 
section of the Christian Church known distinctively 
as the Anglican Reformed Church), disestablished 
God's Church in an important section of this very 
realm, without any public reference, or any re- 
ference whatever, to the Supreme Spiritual Head 
of the Church, and without, apparently, caring a 
straw whether it pleased or displeased Him to 
have His Church disestablished. The business 
having been determined on, the pulling down 
operation went on merrily, and its promoters 
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plumed themselves on their political sagacity, and 
the high philanthropic motives which had prompted 
their action. 

We have read, but we hope it may be untrue, 
that, when the sacrilegious minds, which planned 
and carried out the unsanctioned disestablishment, 
had accomplished the first part of their work, sacri- 
legious hands were laid upon some of the revenues 
of the disestablished Church; and funds which 
had been expressly dedicated to the spiritual 
service of Jehovah, were forcibly {i.e., without 
sanction) taken back into the public treasury and 
employed in the secular affairs of the realm. Let 
us hope that what was bad (aye, very bad) was not 
made even worse in such a manner. It certainly 
seems well-nigh incredible that educated men, 
professing Christianity, could deliberately, in this 
comparatively enlightened age of the Church, so 
act. And yet; when belief has ebbed low and 
become un-real, when faith has taken flight, and 
the fear of God has ceased to operate, what may 
not be done ? 

In thinking of the analogy of this disestablish- 
ment business with that of king David's action^ 
we feel an inclination to speak of the first as a 
modem historical parallel. To do so, however, 
would be almost like answering our own question 
to the " Revisers," and therefore it will be better 
to refirain. And, moreover, it occurs to us that 
some one might say, " Oh : if this recent event be 
analogically a historical parallel with that of king 
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David's time, why have not analogous conse- 
quences followed ? " The. answer to this we would 
rather leave for the sagacity and intelligence of 
the reader to consider. We will, however, suggest 
that, even now, at the time we write, those con- 
sequences are writ so large and so plain "that 
he who runs may read." 

At this critical juncture, mindful of what things 
have been done, and what things are in contem- 
plation, can we do better, in concluding these 
observations, than remind readers of the Bible 
of a former time, recorded in that Book, when the 
direct recognition of the Living p^od had, to a 
great extent, ceased amongst His people; and 
that indefinite, hazy kind of intellectual idolatry 
known as Baalism had become the fashionable, and 
almost universally prevalent, religion throughout 
the land: of that time when He (Jehovah) sent a 
special messenger to remind them that He was 
still existent, and had not forgotten them although 
they had almost ceased to remember Him. Can 
we do better, imder the existing circumstances, 
than reverently and earnestly repeat the admo- 
nition and advice addressed to God's perverse and 
forgetful people by that messenger ; " Why halt 
ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, 
follow Him : but if Baal, then follow him." 
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SOME REMARKS. 



We will take this^ opportunity for a few remarks 
anent that great Image which has been set up in 
the Market-place, and to which, by proclamation, 
we are invited and urged to pay divine honours. 

What is the name of the Idol ? Surely it is 
desirable that an idol which we are expected to 
treat with such very great respect and reverence 
should be known by its correct name. What is 
its name? Is it "Darwinism'' ? Nay: "Dar- 
winism" is indeed the name of a notable idol, 
which has many votaries and (albeit a somewhat 
ungainly and grotesque idol) is greatly admired by 
them: but "Darwinism" is not the name of 
that great idol to which we are now referring. 
What is its name ? Let us observe it attentively. 
Note the dignified attitude and refined pose of 
the Figure : How gracefully those academic robes 
drape in aesthetic folds its well-formed limbs: 
Observe the expressive features; the subtle lines 
on cheek and brow, that eloquently speak of con- 
scious worth and proud superiority; and the smile 
of affable condescension that seems to play about 
the partly-open lips : Remark the air of self-reliant 
self-satisfaction that pervades the entire mien and 
aspect of the .... Ha ! See there ; on the broad, 
intellectual brow are the four letters that spell its 
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name, invisible, indeed, to the eye of sense, but 
distinctly legible to the mind's eye : the four letters 
c, u, ly U Cult ; that is its name : It is the great idol 
"CULT.'* 

So then, when scientists of high repute blow 
their trumpets, and profound scholars, skilled in all 
kinds of music, sound their various instruments ; 
when we hear that, O ye dwellers in the land 
of Babylon, whatever our individual nationality 
may be, let us all hasten to fall down before 
the great idol CULT; and worship the Image, 
the golden Image, that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
has set up. 
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